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F EELINGS ON JOINING O DYSSEY
{GdzRSyGa Ay UKS ySg
GgKSYy @&2dz £t SINYSR &

| remember the feeling like it was yesterday. It wad felt really proud an
late afternoon and | had thrown another load of able to start new gave me a new sense of

laundry into the washer. | saw a random area codeaccomplishment.Keziah Bester

number calling and figured it was another

telemarketer calling until I heard the voicemail. It When | learned | was accepted in this class, | was
was Emily congratulating me on my acceptance intery excited and very happy. | was ready to come to
the program and | felt like Superwoman. | felt the class and learnGuadalupe Hernandez Nufigz
confident and like | could put my mind into

something I really wanted to doSélena Mufio}k Elated, thirsty, hungry, determined, motivated, a
dream come true, a door was opene&r(ce

Moore)

| was really happy and thrilled. | felt | was stuck for

a2 t2y3 Ay Y& O2YT2Nu 1 flivagysprogdanddenoredsing ctoser itgqt i {he, i
comfortable. | know this will be the journey to my first day, | began to get nervous and anxious just

own success. No more telling myself when and 0S50Fhdzas L RARYQUMayy 26 oKL I
YFeoS tFGSN® LGQa GAYS RashepdBracge ySiikay3 F2NJ YeasSt T
while raising a familyBao Thad

Grateful, excited, anxiousAfioun Jone}

| felt blessed, as if it was a great chance to face my
Very excited!! Reggie Reed fears of school and a chance for me to grow within

myself.(Barbara Rodgers
| was very happy and humble for the opportunity. | y ( gers)

R2y Qi KI @S g2NRa (2 al & g\?e gt-d %@KM Y 42 6S KSI
LY&AARS 2F YS8> L &l ARs T wag velg ex gld- Vet syas Gkl G
I 002 Y LBajudy Rebaita \bvanjo

| was very excited, and | know this program is going

. to help me succeed in whatever | put my mind to.
| was excited when | found out, but | was nervous ‘?Rlexis Lay

well. (Carla Herrejon Tinajerp
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OEOAGSRD® LGQa | ySw RRBUNYISEGOAWLIYRE K SRS 1TNRINGZ
2YS YR Y& OKAf RNE ybeenlgiveachah@ Xoystart oueRUthie
% great learning experience, a reflection. Allen)

(Ameshia Turner

- oA <« s = . . lwasreally excited because | knew tha
L Y 20SNI e SEOAUSRY Js¥cBnd ehied alv&civing &edi

(KS 62NIR 6AGK & LAY by eliaidh i dROHB %
mind is so eagertolearnt ( Q¢ A I Y 3rown)
Clack$

feel wonderful, and | am excited for thq
uture. (Tori Armoun)

| was excited and nervous. | was lookin
forward to this new journey.Gharnice
AndersonMorris) A= 4 .
LQY aKz2O1 SR U0KIFI G
OEOAGSRY KILILES odhi 4oy Al alk dekisyRify
R2y Qi 1y26 AT (GKA& A& GKS NARIKI{
(Irma Guzmab | was very gratefgl to be accepted. | wa
not sure | was going to meet the
requirements. | am really glad that | did

Pretty hopeful, happy. Objective to the
y P PPY. 20 (Angela Carpinp

future. Hailey Sjuggerug

LUY K2LWAY3I o0SAy3I |
able to see more clearly, as | truly belie®We?="#"
| felt relieved. | am nine credits from the It Would give me guidance and possibly

UW. I need these resources, friends and-r€@te a smoother path for me in where
context. | am really happy to write. | loveVant to go in life.(Nathaniel Robinsop
language! Adrian Molitor)

Feel good, very excitedvictor Roja3

L ¢la G 62N] o6LQY
| was very excited. | shed a few tears  S@W | had a call. I listened to my voice
650k dzas L F LILJX A SR "BAwhiepwting up gishes, Ityvas & mi M7
accepted at that time. This is the perfectS@Yind | was in the Odyssey class. |
time in my life to be involved in this  dropped everything. It was a pan, so

program. Tyjeana Galloway fv 9201 At E5': Al R A Ry Qlﬂ
auAtt O2dzZ RYyQu oSt
Thankful, blessed, scared, excitetarfies YsSaal3sz ': Q g S 0 SSY
Davig OKIyaAy3a aAadudz A2
book smarts, but | will work hard, and |
LINE YA &S @& 2 ddotnnigs 2 y ¢
Phiffer)

K

Excited. | believe whatever | want will
come true, if not now, soonLé&daro
Taylon

|48
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ARE YOU A WRITER 7

| used to love writing. It was an escape for me. | wiado not have problems with writing except my
able to share how I really felt. | lost that feeling angrammar. Yictor Roja3
desperately want it back. | am a published poet and
have written several papers in high school that | love to read. | have over 200 books now. | would
LIS2LX S F2dzy R Sy i SNI I Ay bw BHeut antd pape everything | havalkaingdy|13 &
to entertain, but to be understood. | am most proudm a writer. | was born to write. No negative, only
of a paper | wrote in high school about race vs. positive. | write a lot at home, but | am the only one
ethnicity. | was able to get people to understand nwho reads it. One time | wrote was for the Odyssey
perspective as a biracial woman. | am hoping the Project. Derrick Aller)
Odyssey Project will help me spread my wings again.
(Tori Armou) Well, English is not my primary language, so | am
still learning this incredible languagérnfa

During high school, | have also gotten positive ~ Guzmar)
feedback and a lot of support so | could be
successful. Sometimes | used to think my vocabulamged to write fictional stories for myself all the
YR Saalea ¢gSNByQia | & #he2PRople dould t&ll$ne PuaKaSvNiEr Dt | 6 dzi
moving through with motivation Alexis Lavy never believed them. | just thought everyone could

i ; do it if they really wanted to. | did have a few
stories published in school, and my mother
saved a short story | wrote about her when |
was only 12. | read it the other day and | was
surprised at myself, having never lived in the era
27 UKS 1TnQas gKAOK gl a ¢
tried using their lingo and giving descriptions of
happens to write. their hair and clothing styles. When | would
The reason why i write, | would always have notes on the
because | am a different characters on a separate page. The
failing poet. | lost a competition in high schoolto a G 2 N®E aSGiAy3a IINB lfglea
Laura, and it killed my drive to write because | HA®Rly in my imagination. | would love to open that
f2aAy3d | SNB Aa (KS LJ2 8oyragain andBrileSivd b drodd to/sEaiesit With O I
remember that poem. My door is closing. Closed. people. Thank you for giving us all this opportunity!
(Ladaro Tayloyr (Tyjeana Galloway

| do not think of

myself as a write
even though | a
writing. | tend to
think of myself as
a thinker who

| am a great writer in need of error check s
switch between cursive and regular writi
a® YAYR KlFha y2 fAY
limit. @ I Q¢ ALyl /£ O a

| consider myself a lazy writer. | would li
to see more growth and effort put into m
writing. (Barbara Rodgers)
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- ‘ : | feel like I could be a writer. | have lots of
stories to tell. Sometimes | dream of writing a
good juicy book. However, | am not confident
iIn my writing skills. Grammar, punctuation,

: 1 *__and English in general were not my strong
| saanaZ i ddziila Ay a0OKz22fd b2g3 A&

QTP L » 7, SRe® \WOITy about using computer programs to

- fjar & L PR S Sl format my work. One positive experience |
\ > 7 had writing an essay was to get my HSED. | got
'//s good marks and felt somewhat proud.
m . (Hailey Sjuggerud

L R2y QG t2@S (2 6NARGSZ
At one point while | was in grade school in Chicagometimes. | do not consider myself a writer
| had an opportunity provided by the Universityod SOl dzaS A0 Qa y20 a2YSOIKAY
Chicago in conjunction with Chicago Public Schotime. A positive experience | had in high school was
(CPS) to take part in Young Author Society and hgidhduating on time with the rest of my class. A
my writing published along with other students. negative experience | had was allowing myself to
Our work is in the Library of Congress. My story fall behind and having to get everything done at
gl a OFftftSR &/ 2RS . f dzS duhce.lSont@ehidgtl Wrytétiat apedhéda 8odrSor ek |
little brainstorming could lead to a story, let alonewas getting into the Odyssey Projedripun
being published. While in high school | continuedone$
write, but | ran into a teacher who criticized me,
along with most of the class, as beingabunchofL R2y Qi O2yaARSNJ Y&daSt¥F
Y202RASa& GKIFG gAff Y2aR2 Q0 SKIEOSS yiRK SIZLNAA/KRIS NI AINKRS
on 63° doing nothing but being losers, all becausé K2 dz3Kida® ! yS3al GA @S SELIS
AaKS RARY QU I yR NXTdza S Rwriiingis theQy@@rail. Samitimes | wirile Y&t OK |y
along with dialogue. With her constantly putting uense verbs, etc. | think what | wrote in my
R26y > Y2NB (GKIy yp: 2 Fapfiicathed niatld nie et iR theRoyo@am td Becbrae |y
had to attend summer school. At first, | cursed aral better writer and reader. This class inspires me to
hated her for that, but my mom taught me in life taccomplish my goal to go back to school. Thank you
look for a silver lining, which is what | did. | for the opportunity. Sayury Peralta Vivanqo
attended summer school. where | met a bunch of
great people who encouraged me to write again. ltdefinitely am not a writer, but who knows what
helped so much. | became a counselor by the nexan happen?Johnnie Phiffe)y
summer with the American Legion Premier Boys
State and was able to encourage other students
not to give up no matter who or what gets in your
way. James Davis

L Oy 06S | gNRGSNX® LGQ
LQY oNRGAY3TI Al 2dziz A
wanted to write it or express it.B@o Thad
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L O2y&AARSNI YeasStT | ¢ .
Ffglrea tA1SR 2 6NARGS ..dazx f
or just random notes. Something about it is \
therapeutic. However, | could work on my writi
as far as using proper writing styles, words, et L; N
aoOK22fs L RARYyQU Rz GEST o AR dza S
writing would be all over the place, jumping froMiE et "4
topic to topic. Writing the few sentences to get =
into Odyssey definitely opened a huge door for
knowledge and opportunity to learn how to writ
in the correct way and formMaya Rasheed
Bracey »
Right now | do not consider myself a writer, but it
| used to write all the time, but | do not consider would be great if | could start considering myself
YeaStF | GoNAGSNWE L i OSNE yB2 R KRG Y& E KNS SOt iz
thoughts. Grammar may not be correct, | may useow if what | am writing down makes sense. In
the wrong words, but | enjoy writing. The time | school, | feel like | had a negative experience all
felt most proud of writing was in third grade. A the time. | always felt shy and scared. | also felt
poem | wrote was featured in our school bookaridA 1S L ¢l ay Qi +FofS G2 €SI N
placed in the library. My biggest fear of writing isl also always had to rewrite or correct a lot of
that people may not understand what | am tryinglJ- LJSNE 2 NJ Sadale&ea GKFaG L g1
G2 aleod ¢KSe R2y Qi | Yy zdrectiyinDrdef Bithe paped to m&k&rhoyeR (G K S
words, so to them they are just words. sense. Something that | think | felt proud of
(Charnice AndersoiMorris) writing was probably an email to a friend making

them feel better about what they were going
| used to consider myself a writer to the point of through. Carla Herrejon Tinajerp
wanting to be a journalist. Not sure, but | guess
life set in and left my love for writing on the backl always wanted to give it a shot. As you can see, |
burner. My negative experience always was suck at writing with a pen. | want to learn
ASGAOAY3 oNAGSNDa of 2 0feverythingfhatiineed® learn forfiB dleSs. G KA & &
but serious note that introduced myself to this (Lisa Simmons
ASYydftSYlLy FYR SYRSR dzlJ gAGKE dat ®{d L Oly 0221 o¢
Those words led to fun timesR(@thie Allen i

I am a writer but was told on many occasions that
| cannot. It happened when | was a child, in high =
school while taking college courses, and at work. |
In spite of those situations, | still wrote because it
did things like inspire me, empower me, it took m
places, and enabled me to not just help myself,
but also others. The paper | wrote to get into
Odyssey opened a door for my future.

(Bruce Moorg
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FdGSYRSR al ¢/ o L 3I2G F 3AN
expecting, and it helped me teach others about the
R2Qa YR R2yQla 2F o06dzaAyS
good about myself{{OK Qw2 & S . NB gy

| consider myself a writer because | love expressing
myself through music and poetry; | even journal
from time to time. During my senior (or junior) year
of high school, my English teacher expressed his
\_ idea as writing being a good tool for grief and a
LINPOS&aa 2F (K2dAKG® LQBS
My feeling towards writing is very simple: | have | have many ideas and stories to write, but |
lf 6l ea ft20SR oNAGAY 3D soriefindes dtruggld vith tiarslati8EmyINd ds & arf S ¢
However, sometimes it is very difficult towrite | OF RSYA O gl &d C2NJ SEI YLIX S
some words because of my language (Spanish). essay portion of my ACT, but my love of writing has
That could be a negative experience | have alwaysrried me through. | am always looking for ways to
experienced. One good experience | have had withprove my writing and revising skills, and | look
writing in school is discovering new ways to expréssvard to becoming a published author someday.
the emotions and just learning new words. When(Reggie Reed
was in high school, | wrote a poem about the
political situation in Mexico, where students werel love writing, but | love when | can do it my way:
being oppressed by the government. | did this in just letting the words flow and not worrying about
{ LI YAEKEZ o6dzi LQY 2LISy speingtordplnitiafioy dhtil theendhedaid® & & Y ¢
in both Spanish and Englistuadalupe AN YYFEN AayQd vYeée o6Said aia
Hernandez Nufiez and | like to write poetry and combine deep
thoughts. When it comes to writing essays and
| feel | could be better at writing because when | fpapers, it is not my favorite thing to do, but | know
to express myself, | often scribble out words and | can do it as long as | put my mind to it. | come
try to rethink about what | am writing about. | try from a long line of writers in my family, so
to make it sound better so the reader actually feels2 YSGAYSa AG FSSta ftA1S A
what | am writing. My grammar and punctuation blood and comes naturally. However, sometimes |
are also not the greatest. Something positive | have to work to get the words from my head to
remember writing was when | took the Compass paper. Keziah Bester
test for the first time. | remember getting a good
score and feeling good about myself while writing
the essay because | felt | was really explaining tF
topic well. | knew | was going to do well on at lea
that part. (Angela Carpind

Yes, | would consider myself a writer, but in high |
school | had an issue with reon sentences
because | just wanted to hurry up and get it all ot
A time that opened a door for me through my
writing was my small business plan when |
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Poetry has been the way | can really vent my emotions
out positively. Ever since | started writing, it has been
my therapeutic medicine for my mental and emotional
health. When | put my thoughts and feelings into words
Al FSSta Fa AF LQY lof$S
my mind flow out of me in a more creative effective
way.l SN Qa | LR2SY L oNRGS

Bars and Gates
Make for a lonely confusion
that only seclusion can create.
LiQa KFENR y24 G2 O

S GKSYy @2dzOQNB aGdz01 A
‘ _ ~ where love is replaced by hate.

: “sud Seems like there is no escape
At the moment, | consider myself a potential writer ~ As our minds get ate by the thought that
thanks to the Odyssey Program! Writing has always we may only relate to this closed confined space.
been a weakness for me because of all the concentra¥ou should see us in this place.
tion | would put into learning English. That being said,You can see the stress seep through our face.
vocabulary is what is important in my writing with t S2LX S alreés Wl Sex | NB &2,
correct punctuation. Throughout the program, | am | say | get a bad taste when | see my own race
hoping to shift my concentration from punctuation to at a world record rate being thrown to waste.
expressing myself on papeBdlena Mufio} But the ones who can change this stand face to face
Paralyzed by the way time supplies its weight.

Yes, none really negative, | just write to myself. Writin§ | Yy X AGQa a2 KIFINR G2 O2
music and letting people read it gets me good feedbagkK G L QY LI NI 2F F &dl dA.
| let Emily read a poem | wrote, and she loved it. AllthHe ¢+ & 2dzi 60SF¥F2NB AdGQa (2
other people | read it to said | should have it posted. Bars and Gates.
(Ameshia Turner (Nathaniel Robinsoip

OS LJi
y LI

You better write to live

like you have a right to live.

From the blue lines on white paper

we got that light to give

like this narrative was wrapped, papered and
taped December twenty fifth

my father emptied many fifths we

could smell the pine needles on his breath.

Short words blasted through extensive pronunciation
aSUNRBLIK260ALF fA1S R2y Qi &
(Adrian Molitor)
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S ENTENCES ABOUT USsS

- I am a single mother of five beautiful
children, three girls and two boys, and | love
them all the same.

- It has been hard the past five years of my
life, but no matter how hard, giving up was
never an option.

- If I die tomorrow, my kids will always carry
me with them in spirit, mind and soul. |
showed them what survival of the fittest
means. Ameshia Turner

- | saved two puppies from two shelters:
Gl dzy G SNE FTNRBY OF 3S FLAGEK GbAlyUIA AR T &Y I NARO lay. 2dzQ {FENR
from shelters. LQ@S 06SSy LXlFeAy3a GKS LAl
- | keep the bookr'he Four Agreemenis my  years old.
oFr3 a4 Ittt GAYSaA O6AIQERAMRYIBI YaLISHS|O 2d¢yRi A A oLf Sl

- | eat pizza three times a weelSdlena (Reggie Reed
Munoz) -
LQY | Y2UKSNI 2F | Gk
old.
LQY | 220 K2LILISNI L

2F AUGZX o0dzi L @2dzald R2
working for other people for a

long period of time.

LQY | NRmRail GF 1 SN@®
{ OKQw2e ®PS . NBRgY

- I have five children, two dogs
and two cats.
LQY Y& TFTlIOUKSNRna 2yf ¢
color.
- I have two daughters that are two years - | love to cook.Tori Armoun
apart.
LQ@S tAPGSR AY al RA & 2lyavdtwofchildfén, atbdy Wikods six and a
- My favorite color is coralAngela Carpinp  girl who just turned three. From the moment
| became a mother, everything | did/do is for

- I just turned 20 on Septembef'5 them.

- My dad played football for the Badgers. - | would like to become a social worker and

LQY SA3IKEG Y2y (K& LINBhEyttoybled chilfrén thiodghudériifed y 3 |
baby boy. Keziah Bestéer struggles. Charnice AndersoiMorris)

10
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- I have one daughter that is four years old.

- 1 am currently working in a restaurant.

- I just love being a parent and having privas
in my home; | love all of my family.
(Guadalupe Hernandez Nufigz

- 1 come from a very large family; | am the
second oldest out of the eight children tha
my mom has.

- I have over 100 first cousins.

- I love to color here and there on the side

sometimes. Bao Thad

- | have four brothers and two sisters
“ % and am the youngest of them all.

. - My brothers Rodney and Jae are my
| heroes.

S - | love kids, to paint, and to help

i, dg"g"‘ _";people. Lisa Simmons

- 1 work two jobs.
' 1 find joy in swimming; it also relaxes

me.
- | have a ningrearold daughter, a thirffive - L QY | Kdza3S FrLy 2F ¢2Y W2y
year old, a thirtyseven year old daughter, and | were serenaded at the Patty Labelle
and a thirtynine year old son. concert here in Madison at the Overture

- | put almost all of my grandchildren in swim Center. Ruthie Aller)
lessons so they can learn how to swim and
increase their selesteem. - I love my family, | have three children, and |
- I love working with mental health and dual have been married for 16 years.
diagnosis. | see people at their lowest times.My family (mom, sisters) are in Mexico, but
With others working as a team, we create  we have really good communication by
and maintain an environment that provides phone (FaceTime).
hope, encouragement, resilience, processes| like scary movieslr(na Guzmai
and foundations that empower them to get
better and be better, which assists with - | have two sisters and three brothers.
breaking recidivism and hopelessness. A lotl come from a big family.
of my patients come back and thank me for | would consider myself a middle child.
what | do and how | do itBfuce Moorg (Barbara Rodgers)

11
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- | have four brothers. LQY mMdp @SIFNAR 2fR YR GKS
LQ@S ¢ 2 NJ Shemelcdre) with & 2 osiblingsy
Of ASyld GKIFG &aL321S VY 2Godopéhédihe HoorlfoyRe tdgot®@A Ry Qi

speak the same language as them. college.
LQ@S (NI @St SR (2 ™o - ARInG poibt MIsinfeiil wasihomel€&sdaand y G KS
12 years.Klaya RasheedBracey struggling on my ownAfrioun Jone}

- I have two beautiful sons named Cole

and Isaac.

- My two sons were complete surprises

: to me when | was age 33 and 38, after

= not having children for so long.

.LQ@S KIFIR Ylyeé 2204a3x 0dz
decade | have worked as a cook,

waitress, and coffee baristaHéailey

Sjuggerud

- I have twin sons who are 16 years old
and go to East. They are both taller than
me.

- 1 am 10 credits from starting at the

Uw.
- | have a beautiful wife and three children, - | lived in Tucson, AZ and all over the U.S. for
two boys and one girl. many years. | worked as a tattoo artist for

- I like my job because every day there is a five years but no longer doAg@rian Molitor)
different problem to solve.
- | like pottery. Victor Roja$

- I am a mother of four children and raised
two older nieces and nephews. | am now
also raising another niece that is seven ye
2f R® LQY | KIFNR 62N
to help anyone that | can.

- 1 was working as a hostess and did not sps
any English. | only knew the basic words:
al 26 Ylyeée FT2N é&2dzNJ
ornonra Y21 AY3dKe L g1l a&
customers would start conversations with
me because of my limited English.

- I love my kids and | want them to be proud
of me when | accomplish my goalSagury g
Peralta Vivancd

£ A

12
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- | am the mother of an amazing eight

I year old with a health condition. He is

' my motivation, and | am due with twins

~ in March 2018.

- I am obsessed with pink, and | am

~ Beauty Business Entrepreneur.

~ - | have an amazing man who loves me

- and my son named Malcom. | love him
verymuch.¢ Q¢ A+ Yyl /f1 O a

- I have a four month old boy, and he is
GKS 0Said GKAy3a GKI G O2adz
- I have jumped out of a helicopter twice and me.
a plane once. - I like caring and taking care of the elderly.
- My worst experience in life was when my - My mom is my role modelAfexis Lawy
son passed away in my arms.
LQY OdzZNNBy it e &l @Ay 3 enjogall Sorts ofartFronémuyicdto f Sa a2y a |
Dane County AirportJames Davis drawings and paintings, along with dance.
- | can feel the energy from a picture, a song,
- I have two biracial daughters, one Hispanic or the movement of the body behind the
and the other Italian and Polish. | have a  scenery.
Hmong granddaughter also. - I have always had an interest in philosophy,
LQY GNBAY3I (2 2 LI 2 dastromdy, posfry, readdnd, Artdehd
relationship that has gone on for about 14 sports. (Nathaniel Robinson)
years.
LQY @SNE aSyaAriluAroST.LL g2NgG Syl Ga22 y22L9S-NI ¢3S NWNJILAS 5
pop, and | love playing the violin and piano. with six children, three girls and three boys.
LOR f 2@S (iTyjeadaSGalloiay & aMy yirdain isdo be a writer. | would like to
write a book about my struggles and
- My worst fear is success, but not for the successes.
reason that most people fear success. | feel My hobby is collecting large tropical fish. |
success will kill my ambition. To fail or have four large tanks in my man cave.
3dzO0OSSRX L R2y Qi 1Y 2@errickilled Q3 62 NBS D
- lam a huge comic nerd.
- I am the only one in my family who
OFyy2i RIFyOS 2NJ
adopted. Ladaro Taylor

- 1 used to box professionally for a
while.

- 1 do a lot of physical training.

- | love working with people.

- (Johnnie Phiffey
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A LUMNI C ORNER

Finding Bearden and Homer in Chicago
& w20SNI WFYSa Wwmn

t NSBaAaSYaGdSR Fad | aeyLlRaAidzyy 2y I NB
hReaasSe¢ aSNRSa

No modern struggle would be as important as our Quest forSedinition.

To define a race, it becomes necessary to examine the past. By choos

|l 2YSND&a hReéaasSez . SENRSy FT2NDSa 02
KSNRPS&a 2F @2NBKé¢ ¢KS jdzSailiArzy Az LA A

culture removed by chattel slavery. Bearden understood that art was a highway to cultures. He mtroduces
African, Mexican, Asian, and European influences. In this way, art becomes education!

Odysseus represents stratagem, resistance, and character to overcome sorrow. He was unable to save his
crew, a dilemma faced by black men often unable to save their own family and friends. Known as a man of
YIye GNAIf&a>x hReé&aaSdza KIFa Yryeée GNIXAGaAa 2F LI22N) of
020K AAGAY3I YR NBOSAGAY3I (NRdzof So S
OAlle FTYR KSNBG2F2NB L}R22N YSy o hReéé
daLISSOK |yR dzaAS 2F RAA3IdzZAaSd® b2g ofl
urban areas like New York, L.A., and Chicago.

a® 2y hReadaasSe O2yFANXAaA . SINRSyQa INI® LQOS KIR
grandmom, godmom, the Chicago housmg projects where | grew up, the time | spent behind bars, and
SOoSy Yé TFryAateQa SELSOGlIGAZ2yad 'a Y& hReaasSe o6f
look deeper you find something new or another way to understand what has already been there.

L 4SS 0O2yySOGA2ya 0SG6SSyYy . S| NROfQseandlBodiiSiaydifg.d I G A
The Cyclops could represent the esided view of justice, racial profiling, and the way prison destroys

men. Medusa can suggest that poverty immobilizes, just as Medusa petrifies whoever she looks upon. The
Sirens are hood women headed by grandmothers who tell ghetto tales and raise their daughters to date
hustlers. These women condone and support crime; they are the drug mules and the hideouts. They are
the divas and material girls. Circe suggests drug dealing causes one to lose morals, thus turning them into
pigs. The Lotus Eaters represent people preferring to use cocaine and heroin. Scylla represents gun
violence and the power associated with guns, like Scylla able to take a life in an instant. Scylla had six
heads; original handguns were siiooters. Charybdis represents vice, sucking victims in slowly. Vice can
make you totally lose your way. The underworld is prison because sometimes there you find seers like
alto2fY - YR yS¢g glea G2 3ASH K2YSe® hReaaSdzaQa |
aeYOo2tA1T S tAFSQa dzy LINBRAOGIoAfAGE Ay (GKS 3IKSGG2c

Just as Bearden was fearless in recreating traditional respected art works, so must | be fearless when
facing the stereotypes and societal beliefs of who | am as a black man. Like Odysseus, there can be no
R2dzoGAy3dx 2yfe& AGNAGAYy3I (G2 O2YLX SGS 2ySQa S@2f dz
that place of peace within your mind and spirit.
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From UW News

Keena Atkinson knows what it means to persevere. Before she becameMaddi&on graduate and

was recruited by a major corporation, she was a homeless, single mother. What changed her life

OGN} 2SOG2NEK alyeée (KAy3Iasxs AyOfdzRAYy3d !GlAyazyQa ¢
better. Another factor was the UW Odyssey Project.

G¢KS hReaasSe tNR2SOG 2LISYSR R22NABR FT2NJ YSZI¢ &l @:

The Odyssey Project helps men and women living near the poverty level to find their voices and get a
jump-start on earning their college degrees and finding meaningful work in their communities. Often,
Odyssey Project participants are dealing with addiction, incarceration, depression, or other barriers to
education. Participants receive free tuition, textbooks, childcare, and a weekly dinner.

2 A0K F OKAfR G2 OF NB T2 MNedr pfison téri,Supok frdmkng @dysedy i K S |
program was essential to giving Atkinson a start. She loved being in a classroom again.
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