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O DYSSEY  A DVENTURERS  
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Savannah Taylor 
My mom was a high school dropout, due to teenage pregnancy. My father is another 
story. My brother and sister both got their HSED from going to the Challenge Academy. 
Both were troubled in high school. I will be the first to walk across a high school gym 
ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŎŀǇ ŀƴŘ ƎƻǿƴΦ L ƛƴǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘΣ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘΦ LΩǾŜ 
ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜŜƴ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ aŀŘƛǎƻƴ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ /ǳƭƛƴŀǊȅ !Ǌǘǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ōǳǘ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ 
ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŘƻƴŜ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ LΩƳ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ŦŀƭƭΦ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ 
ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǳŘΦ DŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ !Ωǎ Ƴȅ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 
will help me feel proud and ready for college. 
 
L ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ !ΩǎΣ ōǳǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊ LΩƳ ŀ 
little nervous. I am going to be missing two weeks of school because I am going on 
vacation. I am nervous about falling behind. My solution is to have ALL my work 
done BEFORE I leave.  
 
Another obstacle is money. My family is struggling really badly right now, and I am doing my best to help. 
Putting food on the table is hard. I have been picking up as many shifts as possible at work. I work every day. 
I get home from school, change, and go straight to work, then I get off from 9 to 11. I have to do homework, 
ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎΣ Ƴȅ ƳƻƳ ŀƴŘ L ǘŀƪŜ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ 
ōƻǘƘ ǎƛŎƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƛǘΩǎ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳƛƴƎΦ LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƻƴ 
the bathroom floor, sick.  
 
But despite all of these things, I am confident I can succeed. My mom and my two best friends, Rakayah and 
Quran, keep me afloat. Whenever I feel like giving up, they keep me going. I want to beat the statistics of 
ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ IƛǎǇŀƴƛŎ ŀƴŘ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƎƛǊƭΦ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǎŀƛŘ ά¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘέ ǘƘŀǘ L ŎŀƴΣ L ǿƛƭƭΣ 
and I have.  

 
Jerry Sanders 
A goal I have is to get to the NBA. To me, this is a big goal. My most precious 
goal is to get to the NBA because I love basketball. I just love playing. I love 
making great plays.  
 
!ƴ ƻōǎǘŀŎƭŜ LΩƳ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ 5-1 college with a program that gets 
players ready for the NBA. How I could push back 
against those obstacles is I can work hard during the 
summer to get better at basketball. I need to practice 

my free throws and mid-range shots. My basketball idol is Kyrie Irving. He grew up 
in a single parent home with sisters, just like me, and made it to the NBA.  
 
Abdul Mohammed Saed 
I want to learn to play the guitar. Obstacles I might face are finding a guitar 
and trying to learn to play it myself because of the cost of lessons. I will 
achieve this by finding a guitar at a garage sale or Goodwill. I can teach 
myself by watching YouTube videos. 

G OALS , O BSTACLES , AND  S OLUTIONS  
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Safaa Mohammed Saed 
Growing up, I feel warmth from my mother. She is my 
friend to gossip with, the shoulder to cry on, the warmth 
from a hug to give me assurance. My father is my sense of 
safety and protection, one who speaks of knowledge and 
experience for me to try and not just simply give up 
without thought. What about an orphan? He or she would 
ƘŀǾŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻǊǇƘŀƴǎ ŀǎ ǎƛōƭƛƴƎǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀŎǘ 
sense of parents unless adopted.  
 
Orphans are all around the world and speak different languages. They go through different hardships. No 
matter what hardships I went through, I had a sense of some sort of comfort because I had my parents. 
When growing up at a young age not understanding the language the other person was speaking, I felt 
ƘǳƳƛƭƛŀǘŜŘΦ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜΣ ǎƻ L ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΦ L ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘΦ L ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪǎ 
to reading the Odyssey last year.  
 
I want to learn more languages in a matter of time. Time is precious. It can be wasted, but it also can be 
limited. I wish to learn multiple languages. With time, I would like to speak with orphans in their language 
ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳƴŀǿŀǊŜΦ 

 
Javé Sanders 
My main goal is to get a 4.0 GPA. If I get a 4.0 I can do almost every other 
life goal I have. I can get into a historically Black College and become a 
surgeon, or OB/GYN, or anything in the medical field. 
Getting a 4.0 opens a lot more doors and opportunities.  
 
Gael Rodriguez 
hƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŜƴ L ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ 
ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴ 
engineer or a soccer player and play for a 

ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǘŜŀƳΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎΣ LΩƭƭ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ L ōǊŜŀƪ ŀ ƭŜƎ ƻǊ Ƴȅ ŀƴƪƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ 
ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ L ŎŀƴΩǘ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜƴ LΩƭƭ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƪŜŜǇ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 
later buy my own house, my own car, and help my family. Those are my goals in 

life. 
 
Olivia Partee 
Reasons I want to get a tattoo: 
I like them. 
They can express your feelings. 
¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭΦ 
My mom has them and I like them. My mom is a writer, 
so her tattoos are inspirational to her.  
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Kavon Bent 
My goals: to be state champion, sports, school, food, life, brothers, sisters, girlfriend. 
 
Ashzianna Alexander 
L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ Ƴȅ ƎƻŀƭǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƘŀǊŘ 
to complete them. I would like to be better at 
math. No way could I defeat it, but I strive to 
do my best because I know I can complete it. 
{ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƎŜǘǎ ƘŀǊŘŜǊΦ LǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŀŘ ǘƻ 
defeat it, but goals are goals, and I have to 
accomplish them with family and friends. 
They make me strive to defeat them.  
 
wŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ LΩƳ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ DƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƛǎ ǿƘƻ LΩƳ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜΦ 

High honors would be great to me. I just want to make it through and be the best I can be.  
 
Yael Gonzalez 
Goal: something achievable or attainable that you want to accomplish.  One of my many goals is to be 
successful and attend college.  I believe that this is important for many reasons.  One reason that I believe 
college is important is because it furthers your education, not to mention gives you a more in-depth 
knowledge.  Another reason is that going to college dramatically changes your success rate, as well as 
improves your chances of getting a great job.  LΩƳ ƴƻǘ млл҈ ǎǳǊŜ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜΣ ōǳǘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ L 
want to become an employer.  College can also help me with that.   
 
Achieving this goal is certainly not going to be easy.  I will have lots of obstacles along the way.  Some 
obstacles include (but certainly are not limited to) money, groceries, acceptance rate, and that I was not born 
into a particularly wealthy family.  Money will be an issue if I want to get into college that way.  One way to 
push back and surpass this obstacle is to get a scholarship.  I can also enroll in programs to help me get a 
scholarship.  I can use different resources to help me get through that obstacle.  
  
Another obstacle would be grades.  This obstacle is a little easier to surpass.  I have to work hard and ask 
questions.  If I get stuck, I can always look at the resources around me and 
even get tutors.  
 
A résumé is hard to build, but could be manageable.  I need to start getting 
some volunteer hours.  I also need to be a well-rounded student.  I need to do 
some extra-curriculars.  LΩƳ ŘƻƛƴƎ Ǉƛŀƴƻ ƴƻǿΣ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƻŎŎŜǊ ƛƴ 
the fall.  {ƻ LΩǾŜ ƎƻǘǘŜƴ ŀ ǎǘŀǊǘΦ  
 
My parents, teachers and adults around me can help support me through 
these obstacles and can also help me succeed.  My role models are both of 
my parents.  My mom and dad are both entrepreneurs and succeeding in 
both of their companies that they have built from the ground up.  They are an 
inspiration for me because they were able to do that with their compa-
nies. My parents are some pretty great and amazing people, and I look up to 
them and I will continue to look up to them for the rest of my life. 



Odyssey Oracle Junior 2-15-2017 

6 

C REATIVE  C ORNER  

I love doing makeup because it's fun for me and it 
makes other people feel good. I've always been an 
artist and I buy lots of makeup to do my own, so face 
painting is just like an extension of doing makeup. 
Instead of being for me, it makes kids happy, especially 
my sisters. My favorite face art is doing the animals 
because it actually makes the kids look like the animals 
that they want to be. J'avé Sanders 
 
Most of my ceramics are done as gifts for my mom, or 
are just things that I might need or think are cool to 
decorate my room with. I'm a basketball player, so I 
made the ceramic court. I made the lion because I'm a 
Leo and the "I Love You" for my mom. Jerry Sanders III  
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SOMETHINGΩS HAPPENED 
A short story by Savannah Taylor 
 
Lieutenant Williams finished his report and threw it in a folder. He sat 
back in his chair massaging his temples. Today had been long day. He 
stopped two crooks from robbing a bank and saved many hostages. The 
only thing that kept him going was his daughter, Kayla. She was his world, 
the only one that could get through to him. He lost his wife a couple years 
back to cancer, but the two of them fought through it together.  
 
The door burst open, taking him out of these thoughts. Lieutenant 

²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ ǎǘƻƻŘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘŀƛǊΣ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǳǊƎŜƴǘΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘΣ DǳŜǊǊŜǊƻΚέ 5ŜǘŜŎǘƛǾŜ DǳŜǊǊŜǊƻ 
ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƛŜǳǘŜƴŀƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŀŘƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŀǊΦ ά{ƛǊΣ LΩƳ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΦέ 
 
Time seemed to slow down. When Lieutenant Williams made it to the hospital, he rushed through the 
doors. He was frantic. His angel had been hurt. Chicago PD greeted him at her room. He tried to go 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŜƭŘ ƘƛƳ ōŀŎƪΦ ά²ƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ŘǳŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘΣ ǎƛǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΣέ ŀ 
ȅƻǳƴƎ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ {ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŦǊŜǎƘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŀŘŜƳȅΦ ά²-ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΚέ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ ŦŜƭǘ Ƙƛǎ 
ǘƘǊƻŀǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƛƎƘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΦ ά{ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƪŜŘΣ ǎƛǊΣ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ǎǘŀō 
ǿƻǳƴŘǎΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘ ƛƴ ŎǳǎǘƻŘȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 
 
²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊǘƘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎΣ ά[Ŝǘ ƳŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΣέ ƘŜ ǎǇŀǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 
clenched teeth. They looked at each other skeptically but moved out of the way. When he walked 
through the doors, he nearly lost his footing. There was his baby girl, lying unconscious on the bed. He 
Ǌŀƴ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ōŜŘǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŦŀŎŜΦ ά²Ƙƻ ƭŜǘ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ƘŜǊŜΚέ ¢ƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ȅŜƭƭŜŘΦ YŀȅƭŀΩǎ ƭƛƴŜ ǿŜƴǘ 
Ŧƭŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ōǳǊǎǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ŀōŘƻƳŜƴ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǾƻƭŎŀƴƻΦ άhƘ Ƴȅ DƻŘΗ 5ƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΗέ 
²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ ȅŜƭƭŜŘΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƻōōƛƴƎ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅΦ IŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƘŜǊ ŦŀŎŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƪƛǎǎŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŦƻǊŜƘŜŀŘΦ ά/ƻƳŜ 
ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƳŜΗέ 
 
ά²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎǳǊƎŜǊȅΦ /ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ hwΣ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΗέ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ȅŜƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ 
ƴǳǊǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƛŜǳǘŜƴŀƴǘΦ ά{ƛǊΣ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎǳǊƎŜǊȅΦέ 
²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ ƎŀǾŜ Yŀȅƭŀ ƻƴŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƪƛǎǎΦ ά.Ŝ ǎǘǊƻƴƎΣ ǇǊƛƴŎŜǎǎΦέ IŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ Ǌƻƭƭ ƘŜǊ ōŜŘ ƻǳǘ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳ ǎǿƛŦǘƭȅΦ IŜ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƪƴŜŜǎΣ άtƭŜŀǎŜΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƘŜǊΣ ǘƻƻΦέ 
 
Williams felt his heart clench in pain. He knew this feeling all too well. He wiped his face, and the 
sadness was gone. In replacement, rage filled his body. He picked himself up and marched out of the 
ǊƻƻƳΦ IŜ ǿŜƴǘ ŀǎ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ IŜ ƘŀŘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ ōƭŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
justice, but this time, this time it was different. He knew where the person responsible for his 
ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ƛƴƧǳǊƛŜǎ ǿŀǎΦ IŜ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƘƛƳ ǇŀȅΦ 
 
When he arrived at the station, everyone was quiet. They all knew where he was going, and no one 
could stop him.  



Odyssey Oracle Junior 2-15-2017 

8 

O DYSSEY  E XPLORERS  



Odyssey Oracle Junior 2-15-2017 

9 

K INDNESS  
Yesterday, I received 
kindness from a guy named 
Chase. We were not friends 
ǳƴǘƛƭ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ άȅŜǎέ ǘƻ ǳǎ 
being friends and said he 
was sorry for being mean to 
me in the third grade. It 

made me feel happy because we were 
enemies before.  5ƻƴΩȅŜ {ǇƛǾŜȅ 

 
First, I was outside. I met a 
really nice girl named Ariela. 
I asked her if she wanted to 
play with me, and she said 
yes. We were playing in the 
gym, and then we were going to fly our planes. Then she left and I left. The End.   
wŀŜΩWƻƴ {Ƙŀǿ 
 
Once I was playing in the park. Then I saw my friend sitting on the bench. And then I went 
to play with him so he could have a friend to play with. 
 
Once I broke my arm. When I went 
to the hospital, my mom gave me 
pizza.  Ali Melendez 
 

Today my friend named Sarah 
almost fell, but I caught her just in 
time. She almost slipped because 
there was ice everywhere. There 
was ice on the sidewalk, hills, and 
ōƭŀŎƪǘƻǇΦ LΩƳ ƎƭŀŘ L ǎŀǾŜŘ ƘŜǊΣ ƻǊ 

she could have gotten very hurt or even injured 
very badly. So I feel good inside.   
Alleanah Hancock-Jammeh 

 
Being kind is being responsibly nice 
to everyone. At my school, my 
teacher said I did an outstanding 
job. It made me happy. My teacher 
ǎŀƛŘΣ άDƻƻŘ ƧƻōΗέ  Amari Diagne 


